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Tesha Czubinski, Veteran Educator, is 
Dell City ISD’s New School Counselor 

Jacob Walston Becomes Teacher for 
Second and Third Grades

 Since joining the district four years ago, Tesha 
Czubinski has become one of the cornerstones at the Dell City 
School. She’s taught kinder through third-graders, and, with 
18 years of teaching experience, she’s been a mentor to new 
teachers at the school. She was the district’s “Teacher of the 
Year” last year.

 Now, she’s taking on a new role – one in which 
she’ll be sharing her skills as an educator, and the empathy 
and kindness that’s filled her teaching work, with all of the 
students at the Dell City School.

 At the Jan. 17 meeting of the Dell City school board, 
Principal Carlos A. Contreras announced that Czubinski has 
been hired as the new school counselor.
 “This position is a crucial addition to our faculty,” 
Contreras said, “and I think we’re going to see great results, 
in terms of the college, military and career readiness of our 
students.” A school counselor, Contreras said, “takes a big role 
in ensuring that students feel comfortable.” Czubinski, he said, 
“is just the right person to support the emotional well-being of 
the students.” 

“5A DAy” At 
DCISD

Early rElEasE Thursday (Jan. 24), 
no school Friday (Jan. 25), 

For sTock show & TEachEr Training

 Stock Show time is here – and the school 
schedule at DCISD has been changed to accommodate 
the big event, and to provide time for professional devel-
opment for Dell City School teachers.
 There will be early release – at noon – on 
Thursday, Jan. 24, and there will be no school on Friday, 
Jan. 25, to allow Dell City students to participate in the 
annual Hudspeth County Junior Livestock Show and 
Auction, in Sierra Blanca. Dell City FFA students – as 
well as members of Dell Valley 4-H – will participate 
in many events. Students have submissions ready for 
consumer science, industrial arts and Ag mechanics on 
Thursday, and Cougar youth will be showing rabbits, 
goats and pigs on Friday and Saturday. 
 And – Dell City seniors, with help from the 
PTO, will be staffing the stock show concession stand 
this year, so be sure to stop by, grab a bite and support 
the Class of 2019.
 While classes are out and students are partici-
pating in the stock show, teachers will be on campus, for 
professional development both Thursday afternoon and 
Friday.
 Come to the county barn this weekend to sup-
port our youth – and good luck at stock show, Cougars!

Thank You, Dell City ISD School Board!
 January is School Board Recognition Month, 
and at the board’s Jan. 17 meeting, Supt. Ruben Cer-
vantes presented plaques and gift baskets to Dell City 
ISD trustees, in recognition of the crucial role they 
play in education in Dell Valley. School board mem-
bers volunteer to tackle the difficult, and critically 
important, task of governing the school district – and 
their efforts have a powerful impact on the lives of 
our youth.

 “We’re so glad that you decid-
ed to be part of the school,” Cervantes 
said. “We know that everything you do 
is for the kids. I appreciate it, as do the 
students and the staff.”

 The Dell City ISD school board 
includes: Steve Carpenter, board pres-
ident; Eric Bell, vice president; Debi 
Berry, board secretary; Frank Archuleta, 
appraisal district representative; José 
Quintero; and Sara Gage.

From left to right, Frank Archuleta, Eric Bell, Debi Berry and José Quintero.
Not pictured, Steve Carpenter and Sara Gage.
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Dual-Credit Begins at 
Dell City ISD

 Dell City ISD launched its new dual-credit program this week 
– in partnership with El Paso Community College – and one Dell City 
School student is now taking college courses.
 
 Four Cougar high-schoolers expressed interest in dual-credit 
earlier this month. Ninth-grader Esteban Morales was the only student 
who decided enroll, and he began online college coursework Tuesday 
(Jan. 22). School administrators hope to expand the program in the 
coming years.

 Supt. Ruben Cervantes has been working to introduce du-
al-credit offerings since he joined the district last spring. He said that he 
understands that some eligible students will forego the online dual-cred-
it opportunity, preferring the “face-to-face” experience of working with 
their high-school teachers. But he noted that earning college credits 
while still in high school can enable students to complete a college 
degree more quickly, and at less expense.

 And just as importantly, he said, dual-credit can help students 
develop the “mindset” for college. 

 “Research shows that taking just one dual-credit class increas-
es the rate of college graduation,” Cervantes told students and parents, 
at a Jan. 10 information session. “It’s a great opportunity for students, 
and for you as parents, and we’re excited about it.”

 The parent session was led by Carlos Gonzalez, associate 
director of the dual-credit program at El Paso Community College. He 
said the program at Dell City ISD will focus initially on the “golden 8” 
– eight basic classes that are required for almost every major. In taking 
these classes, students meet high-school requirements, and earn college 
credits that are transferrable to most colleges and universities in Texas.

 Gonzalez said that, just by taking these basics, students can 
complete almost a quarter of the requirements for a college degree. 
Given that the cost of a single college class can be $1,000 or more, the 
impact of dual-credit on the cost of a college education can “be huge,” 
Gonzalez said.

 Above, Carlos Gonzalez, with the dual-credit program at El 
Paso Community College, addressed Dell City School students and their 
parents at an information session Thursday, Jan. 10.

The Greasewood Returns 
 Readers may notice a change to the masthead of this 
publication. We’re reclaiming the name of The Greasewood, 
which was the Dell City School’s long-time school newspaper. 

 We’re looking for old copies of The Greasewood – if 
you have copies, please reach out to the school – or stop by and 
let us make a copy! Thank you. 

 Students who take dual-credit courses are treated as col-
lege students. Gonzalez said it’s critical that students and parents 
have a “heart-to-heart” before enrolling in dual-credit. 

 Students need to be sure they’re ready to commit to 
the demands of college coursework. A student’s performance in 
dual-credit is part of his or her permanent college record, and 
dropping a course, or failing a class, can have a long-term negative 
impact, including on access to financial aid.

 Gonzalez said “time management is the big thing.”

 “The professors are going to assume you’re a college stu-
dent – they’re not going to know you’re in high school,” Gonzalez 
told students. “You have to get a jump on things, and be assertive 
– the biggest risk is getting behind.”

 As college students, students in dual-credit are not re-
quired to give their parents or family members access to the online 
“blackboard” that lists their upcoming assignments, deadlines and 
tests. But Gonzalez urged parents and students to “develop that 
relationship,” so that parents can keep an eye on their students’ 
studies, and help them stay focused. 

 Cervantes said that he would ultimately like Dell City 
School teachers to be able to offer dual-credit classes. Teachers 
must have a master’s degree in a subject to teach a dual-credit 
course.

 For now, classes will be conducted online. A school staff-
er will be on-hand as students do their online work, and will serve 
as a “facilitator” or “monitor.” And DCISD’s new school counsel-
or – Tesha Czubinski – will be a “liaison,” to help students plan 
and follow through on their dual-credit work. Gonzalez said he is 
always available to provide guidance for students and parents.

 Cervantes said the district will expand dual-credit oppor-
tunities beginning next year. Eligibility for dual-credit depends on 
a student’s score on an exam called the Texas Success Initiative, 
or TSI. Students can also demonstrate eligibility through scores 
on STAAR exams or on the SAT or ACT exams. Ten Dell City 
students took the TSI last summer, but in the coming spring and 
summer, all students, in grades eight through 11, will take the TSI. 
With help from the school counselor, students and their parents 
will be able to develop plans for dual-credit courses over the 
course of their high-school educations.

 “It’s a lot of responsibility for both the child, and the 
parent,” Cervantes said. “But it’s also a great opportunity.”
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Wilson, Walston Recognized at School Board MeetingDell City ISD Gets “Clean Opinion” 

on 2017-2018 Audit
 Dell City ISD’s financial condition is strong, and 
its bookkeeping and financial oversight practices are sound, 
according to a report from the district’s independent auditor.

 Robert Gattilia, of the accounting firm Single-
ton, Clark & Company, presented the audit report for the 
2017-2018 fiscal year to Dell City school board members at 
their regular monthly meeting Jan. 17. He said his firm had 
issued a “clean opinion,” and that there were no “findings” 
for the 2017-2018 fiscal year – meaning that there were no 
significant deficiencies or problems in the district’s financial 
management.

 He also noted that at the end of the fiscal year – 
Aug. 31, 2018 – the district had a general-fund balance of 
more than $1.6 million – enough to fund school operations 
for almost a year.

 “The district has an extremely healthy fund 
balance,” Gattilia said, “and that’s not the case with many 
districts.”

 In conducting the audit, Gattilia and his colleagues 
spent many days collecting and reviewing records with 
DCISD staff, particularly the district’s business manager, 
Rita Archuleta, and Gattilia said all the information pro-
vided by Archuleta and the district had been accurate and 
in compliance with government accounting standards. The 
“clean” audit continues a trend of improvement that began in 
2017. For the 2015-2016 audit, there were 18 “findings” or 
significant deficiencies in money-management and reporting. 
For both 2016-2017 and for last year, there were no findings.

 As Gattilia noted last year, and as previous auditors 
have observed, the district’s fund balance is in fact so large 
that school board members should explore ways to spend 
some of the money, investing it school improvements. 
Though no law sets a limit on a district’s fund balance, 
auditors say it is a “best practice” not to accumulate an ex-
cessively large fund balance – to prevent the impression, in 
the local community, or for state officials, that the district is 
“hoarding” money.

 Gattilia said most districts have an unassigned fund 
balance sufficient to cover two to three months of operations; 
with average monthly expenses of about $150,000, Dell City 
ISD has enough in its general fund to cover 11 months of op-
erations. Gattilia said that, “once you go beyond six months, 
the board should look at committing some of that balance.” 
The board could vote to commit funds, but then could “step 
back and de-commit them,” Gattilia said, if the district’s 
financial condition changed.

 Supt. Ruben Cervantes said some of the gener-
al-fund balance could be used to make improvements to 
school facilities – including students’ restrooms, and the 
installation of air conditioning in Cougar Gym. Cervantes 
said he would “make a list of priorities” and bring a proposal 
to the school board for consideration.

 Dell City ISD main office staffer Catrina Wilson and teacher Jacob 
Walston were honored as standout employees this month – in recognition for 
the “many hats” they both wear at the district, and for their contributions to the 
Cougar community.
 “I’m happy to recognize a couple of our employees – who’ve gone 
above and beyond their normal, daily duties,” Principal Carlos A. Contreras 
told school board members at their Jan. 17 meeting, before presenting Walston 
and Wilson with plaques.
 Wilson was recognized for her contributions as the school’s activi-
ties director – a role that she fills in addition to her work in the school’s main 
office, as registrar and clerk for the “PEIMS” reporting system. Wilson has 
organized events throughout the year – from six-weeks awards ceremonies, to 
homecoming events and the school’s Veterans Day program. Contreras singled 
out Wilson’s work in arranging a recent college and career fair at the school. 
Contreras said that Wilson’s efforts had established relationships between Dell 
City ISD and multiple colleges and vocational schools, as well as the military, 
and he said those relationships would ultimately benefit students in their tran-
sitions to life after graduation. 
 Walston teaches music, science and reading, and coaches basketball. 
In addition to those duties, Contreras said, Walston had been a “one-man 
show” in organizing the school Christmas Show.
 “He helped teachers get their students ready for the program,” Con-
treras said. “He worked with student guitarists, and coordinated community 
members to get involved – and he was in charge of sound during the show. 
That was all in addition to the great job he does as a teacher.”
 Thanks to Mrs. Wilson and Mr. Walston, for their hard work!

Cougar Fourth- and Fifth-Graders Head to 
El Paso for “Young People’s Concert” Feb. 1

 Dell City fourth- and fifth-graders will participate in a new school 
tradition, when they travel next Friday, Feb. 1, to join in the El Paso Sympho-
ny Orchestra’s annual “Young People’s Concert.”

 The event is attended by students from across the region, and in-
cludes an introduction to the orchestra’s instruments and student participation, 
as well as musical performances. About 15,000 area youth participate each 
year in the concerts, which are held at the Abraham Chavez Theatre.

 This will be the third year in which Cougar youth have attended, but 
the concerts themselves have a long and rich history. The El Paso orchestra’s 
Young People’s Concerts are now in their 79th season, and the concerts are 
a national tradition, launched in 1925 by the New York Philharmonic. The 
programs gained widespread attention in the late 1950s, when they began to be 
televised, under the direction of composer and conductor Leonard Bernstein. 
 Students are asked to wear “semi-formal” attire – dresses for girls, 
and button-up shirts and ties, with slacks or jeans with no holes – on the day of 
the trip. Students will leave at 8 a.m., and will be back by 3:45 p.m. Have fun, 
students!



PaGe 4
Ms. Ski is Counselor, continued from page 1

 In addition to supporting students’ emotional health, 
Czubinski will guide students on college and career planning, 
with applying for scholarships, with ACT and SAT testing 
preparation and with dual-credit planning and charting the 
course to high-school graduation. She’ll work with elementary 
and junior-high students on emotional learning, conflict resolu-
tion and social development.
 
 Czubinski told school board members that she’s 
eager for the new challenge.

 “We really see the need,” Czubinski said. “I’m very 
excited about this, very honored, and I look forward to it.”

 Contreras also announced that, to “fill the gap” that 
will be created by Czubinski’s change in role, Jacob Walston 
will take the position of second- and third-grade teacher. 
Walston, who joined Dell City ISD in 2016, has been teaching 
music to elementary, junior-high and high-school students, and 
reading and science to junior-high students. But Walston said 
that teaching elementary students has been his long-term goal.

 “Ever since I graduated college, I’ve wanted to teach 
elementary,” Walston told the school board. “I’m really excited 
about it.”
 
 Walston noted that he knows Czubinski’s second- 
and third-graders and has worked with them in music classes 
– and that the students’ familiarity with him could ease their 
transition to a new teacher.

 Czubinski and Walston will “co-teach” second- and 
third-graders for a week beginning Jan. 28. Contreras said that 
time will serve as “a week of transition for the kids and the 
teachers,” and both Czubinski and Walston will be available 
to “field questions” and visit with parents and family members 
about the change. The district will be seeking a permanent 
substitute to take over Walston’s music and reading instruc-
tion, and Dr. Edgar Alvarez will teach sixth- and seventh-grade 
science. In the short-term, school staffer Debbie Guillen 
will be teaching music and junior-high reading. Walston and 
Czubinski will make the full switch to their new roles the first 
week of February.

 At left, 
Dell City School 
Principal Carlos A. 
Contreras finished 
cleaning out a 
room in the ele-
mentary building – 
that will now serve 
as the office for the 
school counselor. 
New flooring and 
sheet rock will be 
installed in the 
room.

 Above, Tesha Czubinski, Dell City ISD’s new school 
counselor, and Principal Carlos A. Contreras addressed the 
Dell City school board Jan. 17.

 And – a new space is being arranged to serve as Czubinski’s 
counseling office. For that purpose, Contreras, with help from mainte-
nance and custodial staffers Chris Czubinski and José Cabral, recently 
cleaned out a room in the elementary building that had become a storage 
area. Sheet rock and new flooring will be installed in the room soon.

Cougars Look to the Future at College Fair

PTO Will Meet Tuesday, Feb. 5
 All Dell City School family and community members are invited 
to the February meeting of the PTO, which will be held Tuesday, Feb. 5, 
beginning at 4:35 p.m. Come to the school’s main office – all are wel-
come!

 The Dell City 
School held a College Fair 
Jan. 16, and, for students, it 
was a window into the world 
of post-secondary education.

 A Sul Ross State 
University representative and 
a U.S. Army recruiter visited 
with students in person, and 
other colleges and universities 
sent materials for students to 
review.  A half-dozen colleges 
and universities had com-
mitted to sending represen-
tatives – and though it was 
disappointing that many failed 
to follow through, school 
staff agreed the event was a 
good beginning. Activities 
Director Catrina Wilson had 
reached out to the colleges 
and universities, and Supt. 
Ruben Cervantes said he was 
confident the contacts she’d 
made would continue to bear 
fruit.

 A school “Career 
Day” is planned for April 18. 
Look for more information to 
come!
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4th and 5th Graders
On February 1, 2019

From 8am-3:45pm
You will be attending the 
Symphony in El Paso

Attire is Semi-formal
Girls: Dresses

Boys: Button-up shirts and ties, 
slacks or jeans with no holes

4º y 5º grado
El 1 de Febrero de 2019

De 8am-3:45pm
Asistirá a la Sinfonía en El Paso

El atuendo es Semi-formal
Chicas: vestidos

Chicos: camisa con botones y 
pantalones de corbata 
o jeans sin agujeros

Parents, Administrators Share Ideas, at 
“Coffee with the Principal”

 Parents Kelli Alvord and Alyssa 
Crabb, with Supt. Ruben Cervantes and Public 
Information Officer/ Community Liaison Drew 
Stuart.

ThE ParEnT cornEr
Parents of preschoolers – it’s never too early to begin reading to your 

child! Here are some fun ways you can help your preschool-aged child 
become a happy and confident reader.

Read together every day
 Read to your child every day. Make this a warm and loving 
time when the two of you can cuddle close.
Give everything a name
 Build your child’s vocabulary by talking about interesting 
words and objects. For example, “Look at that airplane! Those are the 
wings of the plane. Why do you think they are called wings?”
Read with fun in your voice
 Read to your child with humor and expression. Use different 
voices. Ham it up!
Know when to stop
 Put the book away for awhile if your child loses interest or is 
having trouble paying attention.
Be interactive
 Discuss what’s happening in the book, point out things on the 
page, and ask questions.
Read it again and again
Go ahead and read your child’s favorite book for the 100th time!

 “Coffee with the Principal” is held the second Wednesday of 
each month – and on Jan. 9, there were three sessions, good turnout 
and lively conversation.
 Coffee with the Principal is regularly held at 8 a.m. and again 
at 5 p.m. A six-weeks awards ceremony was held Jan. 9, and an extra 
session was held immediately after that event, at 3 p.m.
 In conversation with parents and family members, Principal 
Carlos A. Contreras and Supt. Ruben Cervantes discussed progress on 
the dual-credit program, on the “school guardian” effort and on the 
“district of innovation” initiative.  The 

administrators also 
discussed steps that 
are being taken to 
increase retention 
of teachers. Both 
administrators 
emphasized that a 
long-term solution to 
the district’s struggle 
to recruit and retain 
teachers would be to 
hire individuals who 
already live in, and 
are invested in, the 
local community. 
 Thanks 
to all the parents 
and family mem-
bers who attended, 
and shared their 
thoughts, questions 
and concerns! And 
mark your calendars 
for the next Coffee 
with the Principal, 
which is Feb. 13.
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 It was a positive way to get back into the swing of school. Dell 
City School students returned from Winter Break on Jan. 8, and on Jan. 
9, the school community came together to celebrate student achievement, 
with an awards ceremony for the third six-week period of the school year.
 School Activities Coordinator Catrina Wilson organized and 
MC’ed the event, held in Cougar Gym, and Principal Carlos A. Contreras 
handed out certificates to students at the “5A Day” – Awards for Academ-
ics, Attendance, Athletics and Activities. The next “5A Day” is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Feb. 20, beginning at 2:15, and parents and family mem-
bers are invited to attend.
 For pre-K students, awards included: Michael Radunz, for 
perfect attendance; Russell Rakes, for perfect attendance; and Elisa Ro-
driguez, for perfect attendance and “Most Cheerful.”
 Kindergarten award recipients included: Eliseo Campos, with 
the “Master of Mathematics” award, reading award and “Responsibility” 
award; Mia Garcia-Estrada, also for “Master of Mathematics,” reading 
and “Responsibility”; Jayden Perez, for “Master of Mathematics,” read-
ing and “Responsibility”; and Nicholas Radunz, for “Master of Mathe-
matics,” reading and perfect attendance.
 In first grade, Nathan Ainsworth was awarded the “Master of 
Mathematics,” reading and “Responsibility” awards; Jose McCray was 
recognized with the the “Master of Mathematics,” reading and “Respon-
sibility” awards, and for perfect attendance; Victoria Mora received the 
“Master of Mathematics,” reading and “Responsibility” awards; and Je-
sus Rodriguez-Velarde received awards for  the “Master of Mathematics,” 
reading and “Responsibility,” and for perfect attendance.
 For second grade, award recipients included: Rachel Medina 
Rangel, for perfect attendance, “Citizenship” and outstanding spelling; 
Emmett Muise, for perfect attendance and for “Outstanding Reader” and 
math achievement; and Grayson O’Leary, for outstanding work in science 
and for “Most Improved” student.

Recognizing Cougar Excellence at “5A Day”

 Third grade award winners were: Aurora Bell, perfect atten-
dance, “Outstanding Reader,” “Math Achievement” and “Outstanding 
Spelling”; Anthony Galvan, “Outstanding Scientist” and the “Citizenship 
Award”; Jimena Martin Del Campo, perfect attendance, social studies 
achievement and the “Star Award”; Zachary Mendoza, “Outstanding 
Reader” and “Math Achievement”; Mia Mora, for achievement in social 
studies and the “Star Award”; Texana Scarbrough, “Outstanding Reader,” 
“Math Achievement” and “Outstanding Spelling”; and Violeta Solis, 
“Most Improved Student” and outstanding improvement in reading
 In fourth grade, awards went to: Gerardo Castillo, for “Fab-
ulous Behavior”; McKenna Crabb, for perfect attendance; Samanta 
Espinoza, for AB Honor Roll; and Cassidy Hale, for perfect attendance 
and the “Kindness” award.
 Fifth grade award recipients included: Brandon Crabb, for AB 
Honor Roll; Nicole Martos, for AB Honor Roll; Rhiannon Muise, for per-
fect attendance; and Dustin Neely, for AB Honor Roll and “Cooperative 
Kid” certificate.
 In sixth grade, Jose Acosta received the award for perfect atten-
dance.
 For seventh grade, awards went to: Kortney Burford, AB Honor 
Roll; Hallie Chavez, AB Honor Roll; Jeremiah Rauch, AB Honor Roll; 
and Reyes Espinoza, perfect attendance.
 In eighth grade, Orlando Fuentes received the award for perfect 
attendance.
 Ninth grade award recipients included: Kaysie Burford, for 
perfect attendance; and Esteban Morales, for AB Honor Roll.
 The 10th grade award winners were Jacqueline Mendoza, for 
AB Honor Roll; and Tristan Smetak, for AB Honor Roll.
 In eleventh grade, awards were presented to: Kassandra Acosta, 
for perfect attendance; Christian Mendoza, for A Honor Roll and perfect 
attendance; and Emilia Velarde, for AB Honor Roll. 
 Among seniors, the award recipients were: Caleb Bell, A Honor 
Roll; Reilly Czubinski, A Honor Roll and perfect attendance; Manny 
Nuñez, A Honor Roll; Stephanie Rangel, AB Honor Roll; and Robby 
Rector, AB Honor Roll.
 Congratulations, Cougar students!


